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Wetlands and Pond Dipping

This is an area great for nature activities such as pond dipping.

The area has a large decking area covered in artificial grass for you to pond dip off and a stream running through it......

We have pond dipping equipment available along with nets and information cards.

Pond dipping is an excellent activity for young people of all ages and is a great way to introduce them to a wide range of plants, insects and amphibians. It also offers an opportunity to learn about food chains and food webs as well as discovering variations in lifecycles and the effects of pollution on aquatic life.

How to pond dip:
1. Half fill a tray or pot with water and set aside. Do the same with your collecting pots and/or magnifying pots (if using).
2. Use a net to dip into the pond. Sweeping in a figure of eight will ensure that you retain the catch in the net. Areas around the edge of the pond, especially near vegetation, tend to be the most productive. Take care not to scoop up mud from the bottom of the pond, as this will clog up your net and make it difficult to see what you have caught.
3. Gently turn the net inside out into the tray. Once everything has settled, you should be able to view a fascinating selection of pond-dwelling creatures. A pipette can be used to transfer individual specimens to a magnifying pot for a closer look.
4. Use a guide provided to help identify the species.
5. When you have finished, make sure to return all water and inhabitants to the pond. Trays, pots and nets should be rinsed and dried thoroughly before storage.

Please note: Young people should always be well supervised and aware of health and safety rules when working near water. Suitable clothing should be worn; wellington boots or other sturdy footwear are recommended.

Risk Assessment - We have a draft to assist you in completing your assessment. This can be reviewed at https://glennywood.org.uk/home/safety/risk-factsheets  
There is Hand gel, a pack of wipes and disposal bags provided with this activity. It is however recommended you also bring your own.

Packing away – Wetlands and Pond Dipping

At the end of your activity the least favourite activity is packing up. Below is a check list to be followed, to help you with the packing up and I hope make things much quicker.....

· All equipment and factsheets / information put away tidily in their place
· All put away clean please.
· Shed to be locked and numeric padlock well scrambled.
· Leaders please ensure this is all completed and not just left to the young people (Young Leaders)

Any damage please report through booking@glennywood.org.uk. It is important this is done please and not left for others to discover. 

Any pictures of the activity you are willing to share please email to booking@glennywood.org.uk


Please remember that everyone involved in this activity should wash their hands afterwards
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Our site moto for all users to follow please
“Take nothing but photographs and memories – leave nothing but footprints”
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